Record number of young people leaving countryside due to slow internet speeds
Village life is in danger of dying out as a record number of young people desert the countryside because of a lack of modern services like faster internet speeds, the Government's rural tsar has warned. 
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It is estimated that more than two million people in rural areas have inadequate broadband Photo: GETTY 
A study by Stuart Burgess, the Government's Rural Advocate, found around 200,000 young people are leaving the countryside every year. 
He said that the problem could make it even more difficult to live in rural communities as the lack of young people will cause even more post offices, pubs and schools to close down. 
 "Living in the countryside is not a viable option for young people," he said. "It is not just the lure of cities and bright lights – young people are having to leave in search of jobs or housing or, having left for further or higher education, see no future in returning." 
In his latest report presented to the Prime Minister, Dr Burgess concentrates on the problems faced by the 15 to 29-year-old age group in finding somewhere to live, work and socialise in the countryside. 
The study found that 60 per cent of urban areas have cable broadband that enables a fast internet connection, compared to 1.5 per cent in villages and hamlets. This leaves young people unable to do their homework, find jobs or socialise on websites like Facebook. The Daily Telegraph has been campaigning for faster broadband speeds in rural areas after the Prince of Wales warned of "broadband deserts" in the countryside. 
Another barrier to staying in the countryside is affordable housing. The report points out that social housing accounts for only 13 per cent of the housing stock in rural areas, compared with 22 per cent in urban places. 
Finding a job is also a problem for young people. In June 2009, 40 per cent of rural 16 to 24-year-olds were unemployed, according to the report, compared to less than 10 per cent for the countryside as a whole. The closure of small businesses, with 12 per cent of town centre shops now vacant, is also an issue. 
Dr Burgess said just under 190,000 15 to 29-year-olds left the countryside in 2008 because of problems accessing basic services like a GP, bank or jobcentre. He said this is the highest number for eight years, after slightly smaller annual figures throughtout the decade. 
In 2007 1.99 million 15 to 29-year-olds lived in the countryside, down from 2.26 million in 1990. 
He warned that unless the situation improves rural communities will die out altogether as other businesses like post offices are unable to find customers or staff. 
“My clear message is that challenges for rural young people need addressing positively and urgently and that failure to act will put the future viability of our rural communities at risk," he said. 
"Lack of high speed broadband and, in many rural areas, lack of mobile phone coverage, is a significant factor – affecting local economies and services. It is also a major issue for children who live in rural areas. With social networking such a feature of youth culture, not to mention the expectation that children can access the Internet for homework purposes, lack of access can lead to frustration and exclusion." 
Source: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/broadband/7359999/Record-number-of-young-people-leaving-countryside-due-to-slow-internet-speeds.html
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